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lord of the district, the T/olcorde of Ubud, who placed it in a
special shrine in his family temple. But the temple caught fire,
and from then on, every place where the kris was kept soon
went up in flames. Through trances and consultations it was
learned that it was necessary to placate the spirit of the waringin
tree by planting a sprig of it in Ubud. Then the fires stopped,
but the magic kris would not tolerate anything above it and had
to be kept in a roofless shrine. The kris cannot go through door-
ways, and when it is moved out of the temple it has to be carried
over the wall by a bridge.

The historical tale of Ken Arok, the bandit who became a
famous Javanese king of the thirteenth century, one of the great
classics of Kawi literature, is in reality the story of a magic kris:

The child of simple peasants of Tumapel, Ken Arok ran away
from home and joined bandits and gamblers, whom he robbed
and deserted after he had learned all he could from them. He
continued in his career of crime, holding up people and raping
girls, but his personality and charm enabled him always to find
someone who would shelter him, until one day he fell in with
the great Brahmana Lohgawe, who claimed descent from Wisnti.
Lohgawe was so completely won by Ken Arok that he ended by
adopting him as a son and introduced him into the court, into
the private service of King Tunggul Ametung. The king's wife
was the beautiful Ken Dedes, said to be the reincarnation of
Dewi Sri because from her womb irradiated a glowing light.
She was the daughter of a Brahmana and consequently of a caste
superior to the king who had stolen her, causing her affronted
father to curse the king to die by a kris.

Ken Arok immediately fell in love with Ken Dedes and she
with him. His Brahmanic friends saw the opportunity for venge-
ance and enticed Ken Arok into making love to her, telling
him that he who possessed her would own the world. They did
not discourage Ken Arok when he decided to kill the king and
marry Ken Dedes. With this purpose in mind, Ken Arok or-
dered a magic kris from Mpu Gandring, most famous of black-